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Abstract 



The postage system employs encryption 
techniques to verify that a user has printed 
postage. The postage at the time of printing is not 
accounted for by the meter. Accounting occurs at 
a time subsequent to the printing of postage. The 
user is provided with a postage validating device 
which provides an indication on the mailpiece of 
the validity of the imprint to identify the user and a 
user account number. Charges for the postage 
thus printed occur at a subsequent time. The 
imprint is read, preferably by scanning 
techniques, to determine validity, amount to be 
charged and an account number which is charged 
for the delivery. 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . A postage accounting system comprising: a computer; means for reading data on a mailpiece after 
delivery to a postal delivery system office; means, coupled to said computer, for validating data read 
by said means for reading, said data including an account to be charged for such mail delivery 
charges; and an accounting data base coupled to said computer for storing the postage accounting 
information obtained from said mailpiece. 



2. A method for creating a postage imprint comprising the steps of: processing mail data information 
to encrypt the information, the information including a postage value amount and a user identification 
number; printing both the encrypted information and clear text information on a mailpiece; delivering 
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